Lenin || "Left-Wing" Communism -- An Infantile Disorder, 1920

On Alliances and compromises…
Capitalism would not be capitalism if the proletariat were not surrounded by a large number of exceedingly
motley types intermediate between the proletarian and the semi-proletarian (who earns his livelihood in part by
the sale of his labour-power, between the semi-proletarian and the small peasant (and petty artisan, handicraft
worker and small master in general), between the small peasant and the middle peasant, and so on, and if the
proletariat itself were not divided into more developed and less developed strata, if it were not divided according
to territorial origin, trade, sometimes according to religion, and so on.
From all this follows the necessity, the absolute necessity, for the Communist Party, the vanguard of the
proletariat, its class-conscious section, to resort to changes of tack, to conciliation and compromises with the
various groups of proletarians, with the various parties of the workers and small masters. It is entirely a matter
of knowing how to apply these tactics in order to raise -- not lower -- the general level of proletarian classconsciousness, revolutionary spirit, and ability to fight and win.
Incidentally, it should be noted that the Bolsheviks' victory over the Mensheviks called for the application of
tactics of changes of tack, conciliation and compromises, not only before but also after the October Revolution
of 1917, but the changes of tack and compromises were, of course, such as assisted, boosted and consolidated
the Bolsheviks at the expense of the Mensheviks. The petty-bourgeois democrats (including the Mensheviks)
inevitably vacillate between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat, between bourgeois democracy and the soviet
system, between reformism and revolutionism, between love for the workers and fear of the proletarian
dictatorship, etc.
The Communists' proper tactics should consist in utilising these vacillations, not ignoring them; utilising them
calls for concessions to elements that are turning towards the proletariat -- whenever and in the measure that
they turn towards the proletariat -- in addition to fighting those who turn towards the bourgeoisie. As a result
of the application of the correct tactics, Menshevism began to disintegrate, and has been disintegrating more
and more in our country; the stubbornly opportunist leaders are being isolated, and the best of the workers and
the best elements among the petty-bourgeois democrats are being brought into our camp. This is a lengthy
process, and the hasty "decision" -- "No compromises, no manoeuvres" -- can only prejudice the strengthening
of the revolutionary proletariat's influence and the enlargement of its forces.
On conciliatory tactics and compromises with other parties, including bourgeois parties…
To carry out a war for the overthrow of the international bourgeoisie, a war which is a hundred times more
difficult, protracted and complex than the most stubborn of ordinary wars between states, and to renounce in
advance any change of tack, or any utilisation of a conflict of interests ( even if temporary) among one's enemies,
or any conciliation or compromise with possible allies (even if they are temporary, unstable, vacillating or
conditional allies) -- is that not ridiculous in the extreme?...
The more powerful enemy can be vanquished only by exerting the utmost effort, and by the most thorough,
careful, attentive, skilful and obligatory use of any, even the smallest, rift between the enemies, any conflict of
interests among the bourgeoisie of the various countries and among the various groups or types of bourgeoisie
within the various countries, and also by taking advantage of any, even the smallest, opportunity of winning a
mass ally, even though this ally is temporary, vacillating, unstable, unreliable and conditional. Those who do not
understand this reveal a failure to understand even the smallest grain of Marxism, of modern scientific socialism
in general.

